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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


NortTurrn War.———We have,, at last, 
information, on which we may salely rely 
as to this war. It is now become evident, 
that the losses of the French Emperor have 
been immense, since his departure from the 
place where Moscow once stood; that his 
army in the North is fearfully reduced both 
'in men and horses, as well asin all the 
| stores and implements necessary. in . war ; 
that, that part of his army which.has made 
good its retreat, is in great want of every 
thing to inspirit it, except its own, native 
soul; but, at the same time, it is to be ob- 
served, that, in no part of this army has 
disaffection appeared, and, that its fidelity 
to.its Chief does not betray any of those 
symptoms,. that would naturally be expect- 
ed, if, as we are incessantly told, the 


French people were so discontented with | 


the laws of conscription.——With the al- 
lies ofthe Emperor, however, the case is, 
as was to be expected, totally different. 
They have not. only discovered disaffection 
towards him, but have, in one case, as will 


be seen from the Official documents, actu- 


ally deserted him; and, in. fact, gone over 
to the enemy.——The French report to the 
Senate ascribes this defection to the in- 
trigues and corruption of England ; but, if 
Napoleon had not been obliged to retreat ; 
if he had not met with reverses that so ma- 
terially enfeebled his army, ‘‘ the intrigues 
* and corruption of England’’ would have 
Had no effect. at all. The exultation of 
bur hireling prints, upon this occasion, is, 
of course, without bounds. They predict, 
rom the defection of the Prussian army 
for, I have no doubt that it will extend to 
he whole army), nothing short of the total 
overthrow of Napoleon and of the French 
mpire. If they were to predict, as a con- 
ence of it, an addition of 10 or 15 
millions annually to our taxes, and a pro- 
bgation of the war for four or five years, 
hey would, I,am afraid, be nearer the 
ark. ——~ What ground ; . what solid 

nd, is there for these exultations? 


ye “we view ;the baffling of Napoleon’s 
's on Russia merely as philanthropists ? 





If we do, what ground have we for joy 
thereat? Would he, if he had completely 
conquered Russia, have made the lot of the 
people worse than it was before? Would 
he have made them. less free 2? Would he, 
have deprived them of any privilege; any 
means of ensuring their safety and happi- 
ness? If we answer these questions; if we, 
with sincerity, can answer these questions 
in the affirmative; then, indeed, have we 
cause for joy at the failure of his enterprise; 
hut, .if we cannot, we have not, as philan- 
thropists, any cause for joy at that failure, 
As Englishmen have we any cause for 
joy? » Does his failure at such an immense 
distance from us, make. us more secure 
against his power? Does it remove any of 
the causes of alarm. to us, which before ex~ 
isted ? I am of opinion; an opinion 
which I sincerely entertain, and wish dis-~ 
tinetly to express and to put upon record ; 
if the power of Napoleon be dangerous to 
us, the wider his forces are extended upon 
the continent, in a direction away from us, 
the better. The expedition to Egypt, if we 
had not followed the French thither, was 
what every. Englishman ought to have 
wished for; and, the force and talents re- 
quisite for establishing and maintaining a 
new division of territory and power on the 
other side of the Vistula, would certainly 
bave left us in a greater degree of security, 
Suppose, that, as the consequence of 
the late events in Russia, Prussia should 
openly declare against Napoleon? What 
then? Has be not tried Prussia as an 
enemy? Has he not had to fight Prussian 
armies before? And, if he be not able to, 
maintain himself on points so distant as 
those which he has now reached, does it 
follow, that he will be unable to give us as 
much annoyance as he has hitherto given 
us ? Where, then, is the ground fee all 
this boisterous, exultation? Where the 
cause for all this frantic joy ? Our hire- 
ling prints consider NapojJeon as. ruined, 
because he has failed in a war against the 
elements ;; for, afier all, to the elements. 
alone he. owes his failure. . Ruined! Ruin- 
ed, when he caf call out. am additional 
force of 300,000 men! Weare told, that 
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these men will never be forth-coming ; and, 
we have been told the like twenty times 
during the last twenty years. In every in- 
stance, however, we have been told false- 
hoods, and so, lam convinced, we are now. 
The fate of Napoleon, and of ‘conti- 
nental Europe, depends upon the French 
people ; and Lam very glad that he is com- 
pelled to confess this. While they remain 
attached to him, he has little to fear. The 
resources which he finds in their soil, their 
industry, and, above all, in their love of 
glory, are greater than all the other powers 
of the continent possess. While the French 
people remain, as they now appear to be, 
animated with his soul, he has nothing to 
fear: his ambition may receive checks; he 
may meet with difficulties and mortifica- 
tion; but, he will lose very little of the 
power that he now possesses.———-Never- 
theless, he must now, one would suppose, 
be in a state that would induce him to listen 
to moderate terms of peace ; an advantage 
to us, resulting from his reverses, which 
our hired writers never even allude to; 
nay, the fairer that the occasion for offering 
terms of peace become, the farther do they 
seem to be from wishing for such offers to 
be made. They represent him as humbled 
in the dust; as trembling for the daily ex- 
istence of his power; as reduced to the ut- 
most extremity; and, instead of recem- 
mending this as the moment to offer terms 
of peace, they cry out for war, war, war, 
until peace can be attained by ** marching 
** over his corpse.”’ In short, their view 
of the matter is this: that peace ought 
never to be sought for, till what they call 
‘‘ the legitimate sovereigns of Europe are 
** restored ;’’ or, im other words, till Hol- 
land be in the hands of the Stadtholder ; 
Hanover in those of its former Elector; 
Naples in those of its former King; the 
States of the Church and the rest of Italy 
in those of the Pope and its former King, 
Duke, and Princes; Spain in those of Fer- 
dinaud; and France itself in those of the 
Bourbons. This is their view of the ques- 
tion of peace. Without such a counter- 
revolution, they think, or, at least, they 
say, that England cannot make peace with 
safely.—To entertain such an idea, really 
scems to argue a state of mind that calls, 
- — aloud for a straight waistcoat. 
t, these fits, or, more “‘speakin 

paroxysms, or, still more politely iptaking, 
* exacerbations,’ have visited this coun- 

snty years, Upon every 
Pre ach have met with a 
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exacerbation, before this, was that which 
seized the country a few months before the 
battle of Marengo; but, though it has not 
yet broken out so authentically as it did 
then, I think that the present exacerbation 
is full as strong. That the notions and 
writings, of which I have been speaking, 
do proceed from real mental malady, and 
that the parties entertaining or uttering 
them are bona fide mad, or, more politely 
speaking, affected with mental delirium, is, 
I think, pretty well proved by the fact, 
that the malady here, as in the cases of in- 
dividuals, unhappily afflicted with high 
delirium, are to be quieted only by coercive 
means, vulgarly called beating. The high 
delirium of 1792 and 1793 was totally 
cured the next years by the campaigas of 
the French in Flanders, Holland, and Ger- 
many. The Helder war operated as agreat 
composer; and, the battle of Marengo ac- 
tually effected a cure, which, though tem- 
porary, was, at least, a proof of the truth 
of the position for which I am contending : 
that this species of delirium .is, like that 
of individuals, quieted by beating. ——To 
effect the counter-revolution obviously con- 
templated by these writers, the human 
mind must travel backwards three. centu- 
ries; and, they may be assured, that, great 








‘such movement. France, and, indeed, the 
greater part of Europe, is in the hands of 
/new possessors; fame, power, property, 
respect, reverence, have chan ; 


there is to be a 
those who purchase those lies and that trash 
Shake in their shoes lest the same change 
should come hither?——-But, suppose it 
possible to effect such a change as these 
wise-acres contemplate, of what use would 
it be to us? To make France weaker? 
Better tell her so. Itis not, however, ne- 
cessary, for there is not a man in France 
| who does not know, that it is with’ that 
view that her enemies wish for a counter: 


ed, but there is also another, which is 
now-and-then avowed; namely, to put 2 
total stop tothe p of revolutionary 
principles; to extinguish for ever the hopes 
of those who are charged: with —- 
a change in England._— Now, how fals 
must be the hearts of dea sue hooves 
for the fall of Napoleon upon this:ground: 





owners. © 
The change, too, has been-from the feeble © 
to the vigorously minded ; and, do the silly | 
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as may be the merit of the old dynasties, 
the human mind is going to perform no ~ 
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men, who live by selling their columns of | 
lies and trash in London, imagine, that / 
back again, because | 


revolution.——This is the real object wish: | 
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They. call him tyrant, despot, monster; 


| they say he has established a military des- 


potism in France; they assert, that the 
people of France lament the change from 


- the sway of the Bourbons; they swear, that, 


from one end te the other of France, the 


' name of Napoleon is execrated; and, that 
| were it not for the army, his power would 


not last a day. Now, if this be true, 
what has the Government, what has the 
established order of things in England to 
fear from the example of France? Wall 


_ this be true; if it be all notorious, as it is 


assumed to be; or, if it be capable of 


F = proof, what danger is there, that the peo- 


ple of England, and especially the lovers of 


| liberty, will receive encouragement from 


the example of France? | If these accusa- 
tions against Napoleon and his government 
be well-founded; or, if the accusers be 
sincere in their accusations, what can they 
desire better than the example of France as 
a warning to England? If they be sincere 
in their accusations, nothing but a wonder- 
ful stretch of philanthropy can possibly in- 
duce them to wish for any change of things 
in France; for, if revolution be really at- 
tended with all the horrors ascribed to the 
government of Napoleon, who can believe, 


that the people of England are to be pre- 
vailed upon. to enter upon such a revolu- 
tion? Those, therefore, who wish to. sup- 
port the present system of things in Eng- 
Jand, ought, one would think, to wish for 
_ the prolongation of the present system of 


things in France. But, the truth is, 
They 
produce no proof of the truth of what they 


Say respecting Napoleon’s government; 


: and they do not themselves believe that 
_ which they assert on the subject. If they 


Were sincere, they dught io wish for a 
peace, that Englishmen might go, and 
with their own eyes, convince themselves 
of the truth of what now rests on bare-as- 
sertion. Peace {which Napoleon has so. 
often tendered us) would enable us to go, 
and.satisfy ourselves of the miseries which 
the French people have. brought on their 
country by the change.in their government. 
an one would think, et be worth 

ing, were it only to effect this purpose. 
We might go, and ens back loaded with 
the proofs of what now rests upon the bare. 
word of notorious dealers in falsehood. 
We might publish in detail the fatal con- 
sequences of the: abolition of Fithes: and 
feudal right 
the game-laws, which two latter. sent 50. 


‘Many thousands of people to the sites 
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s, of the corvée, the gabelle, and |. 
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and caused so many fathers and mothers 
to be flogged, for the transgressions of 
their children. We might then hear, 
with our own ears, the reasons of the com- 
mon people for lamenting that the privilege 
of being commissioned officers in the army 
and navy is no longer confined exclusively 
to the Aristocracy; we might then hear 
the farmer’s reasons for lamenting that he 
is no longer called upon for a tenth-part of 
his produce; we might hear why it is that 
the people of Brittany sigh for the return 
of that order of things, when the little 
Seigneurs left them not even their new- 
married wives to call their own, and when, 
under the title of droit de baisé de mariées, 
they exacted from each bridegroom a fine, 
in the way of composition for abstaining 
from the first possession of his bride. 

We might, I say, hear with our own ears, 
the reasons of the people of France for la- 
menting the loss of the old government ; 
and, therefore, if these accusers‘of the go~ 
vernment of Buonaparte were sincere in 
their accusations, they would wish for no- 
thing so ardently as peace. The Times 
news-paper, which, some few wecks ago, 
abused the whole French-nation, now calls 
for a DecLarATion on our part of our view 
inthe war, Very-good. Let us have.that 
declaration; we. shall then know for what 
the war is to be continued ; and the people 
of France and of aH the world will know 
it too. There is nothing that I should like 
better than to see such a Declaration just 
at this time; because, if our views were 
moderate ; if we had no wild scheme about 
deliverance, if we spoke in the language of 
peace, I have no doubt that. peace we 
should have, But, if our language were 
high ; if we insisted upon the restoration 
of Holland, Hanover, and the. like, the 
Declaration would assuredly do harm,——+- 
In short, it appears to me, that we may, 
if we will, now .have peace upon safe and 
honourable terms ; a if we miss this 
opportunity, we. may never have another. 
The ministers have now the means of put- 
ting down their rivals for many years to 
come, and, amongst the advantages of 
peace, that, perhaps, would not be the 
least ;.for, of all the factions that I ever 
heard of, that of the present Whigs is cer- 
tainly the worst; the most corrupt, the 
most greedy, and the most hostile to the 


people’s rights. 
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Porter, require some observation. This 
beverage was sold not a great many years 
ago, and, indeed, until the war against 
the Republicans of France, at three-pence 
half-penny the pot: it is now to be sixpence 
the pot. The rise has been called unrea- 
sonable; some have called it extortion. 
The latter it cannot be, because no man is 
compelled to purchase it ; no man is com- 
pelled to give his money for it. But as 
to its being unreasonable, how can it be 
so called, when the brewer's expenses are 
more than dhree times what they formerly 
were, while the price, even at sixpence, 
does not amount to the double of what it 
formerly was. The average price of Bar- 
Jey before the French war was not more 
than three shillings the Bushel. The ave- 
rage price for years past has been seven 
shillings the Bushel, Hops have kept on 
rising in the same way, and the duty both 
on malt and beer have kept pace with the 
other expenses. Rent, labour, utensils, 
have all tripled. How, then, is it pos- 
sible to make beer as cheap as before the 
war? There is only one way, in which it 
ean be done, and that is, by making the 
pump keep pace with the Barley, Hops, 
&e.. This has, of course, been. done; 
but, things are now come to that pass, 
that, if the pump is to be resorted to for 
the purpose of protecting the Brewer, those 
who drink must be content with something 
very litile stronger than water itself,—— 
It is very certain that sixpence is nearly 
the double of three-pence halfpenny ; but, 
then, it must be in money of the. same 
qualily ; whereas, our money has changed 
its nature. It was, before the French war, 
gold and silver: itis now paper; and six- 
pence in this money is not worth more 
than four-pence in the money which we 
had before the war. Wheat is said to be 
dear ; and so it is; but, it is not so dear 
as it appears to be at first sight. It sells 
for £30 a load, or more; but the sale is 
dor paper ; and, I state it as a fact which 
I know to be true, that, only a few weeks 
ago, wheat was sold at £22 a load, at 
Christ-church market, for Aard cash. This 
is a high price; but it is one-third. less 
than the price seems to be; for the average 
price of the market, on that day, was £32 
a load in paper. . Here. is, atvonce, a suf- 
ficient. cause for the rise in the. price of 
porter.———It should be berne in mind, 
too, that the wages of men rise in the same 
prvportion asthe wheat. I can remember 
When wheat. was thought: dear at £12 a 
load; but, then. the Jabouring man had 
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9s. a week, and now he has 35s. He is, 
indeed, paid in paper; but, then, the 
wheat is purchased in paper also. In 
short, all gocs on together rising in price, 
and nobody visibly suffers from: the rise, 
except persons of fixed incomes. ' The 
fixed annuitant, whether his annuity arise 
from the funds or from any other source, 
suflers most lamentably. If his annuity 
was granted: before the French war, he 
does’ not now receive much more than half 
as much as was intended. And, here, | 
would beg to remind parents, who pro- 
vide annuities for their children in the way 
of Insurance, what a losing, nay, what a 
perilous, game they play. Suppose, 
for instance, a father, in 1792, laid out a 
sum sufficient to secure his daughter £300 
a year in 1813, and thereafter for her life; 
she, in fact, will receive now only £200 
of money of the same quality that he laid 
out for her; and, which is still worse, if 
the paper continue to depreciate, she will, 
in another ten years, receive not £100 a 
year. The thing will appear more clear, 
if we suppose the payment of the annuity 
to: take place in wheat instead of money. 
When he lodged the money which 
was to secure the annuity to his daughter, 
wheat, we.will say, was £20 a load, and, 
of course, the annuity, when it came to be 
paid, would have brought her 5 loads ol 
wheat ;. but, it will. now, if she be paid 
in wheat, bring her only 10 loads; and, 
in all human probability, if paid in wheat 
ten years hence, the annuity would not 
bring her 5 loads. The insurance of- 
fices, on the contrary, drive a most profit- 
able trade. The more the paper depre- 
ciates the better. it is for them. . They 
can never be wrong... They are. sure to 
gain. They must always pay in a money 
inferior in value to that which they” re- 
ceive as the consideration for the annuity. 
When, therefore, a. father is making 
this sort of provision for his children, he 
should reflect upon the uncertainty of what 
he is doing. . If he be a true blue Anti- 
jacobin, he will, perhaps, impute my 
opinions to disloyally; but, he should 
not, because he hates the jacobins, expose 
his own. children to starvation.———He 
may depend upon it, that a eciated 
paper-money, like the human fr is 
doomed to inevitable extinction. It can no 
more be. brought back to its original value, 
than. an. old woman can be made. young, 
though my Lord Lauderdale professes: to 
know how to do it.——Wheat will, I 
dare say, be £200 or £300 a load ; but, 
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that will make no difference to either the 
farmer or the ploughman, since the ex- 

ses of the former and the wages of the 
Jatter will keep due pace with the price of 
the wheat. Not so with the fixed annui- 
tant. He will receive the same nominal 


sum that he now receives; and, instead of 


the price of éem Loads of wheat, he will 
receive the price of only one load. 
There are other descriptions of persons be- 
sides the fixed annuitant, who deserve 
considerations I mean persons in. the 
army and the navy, and all pensioners, 
who have had pensions granted them for 
real services or losses, The private sol- 
dier and sailor have, indeed, their bread 
and meat supplied them at fixed prices, 
and, as these form the principal part of 
their wants, they cannot suffer much from 
the depreciation of money. But, their 
officers, the greatest part of whose ex- 
penses arise from the purchase of articles 
not supplied them by the government, 
must experience the effect of depreciation 
in a very serious degree. The necessary 
expenses ; I am not talking of wine and 
other superfluities ; but of expenses abso- 
lutely necessary. to decent existence, must 
be, at least, one third more than they were 
at the commencement of the French war ; 
and, I believe, that their pay bas received 
very little indeed of augmentation. The 








ease of officers’ widows and children is 


equally hard. -These persons: are objects 
of all the compassion and kindness that we 
can possibly bestow; aud to what. a pit- 
tance must their allowances be reduced in 
a short time, if the paper money continue 
to diminish in value at only the same rate 
that it has. been diminishing during- the 


last two years! —— These are matters 


worthy of the serious reflection of those 
whose business it is to take care of the na- 
tion’s concerns. Here, in this paper 
money, we have an enemy that “is not easi- 
ly subdued. Victories in Spain and Rus- 
sia do not affect this enemy,the child of the 


| Whigs at the latter end of the 17th cen- 


tury, and brought up to destructive man- 
hood by Pitt and his colleagues at the close 
of the 18th century, This is an enemy 
over whom no park-and-tower-gun vic- 
tories will be obtained, It is an enemy, 
too, which is always in the field, summer 


and winter, night and day. If the mi- 


nisters subdue this enemy, they will de- 
serve immortality ; but, if they do not, 





To return, for a moment, to the Price of 
Porter and of “other things ; what are we 
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to think of those writers, whio nourish the 
fallacious ideas respecting monopolies, com- 
binations, and the like? This they de, 


because they would not acknowledge the’ 


truth, They enceurage, too, the stupid 
cry against Country Banks, Just as if it 
signified a straw from what house the 
paper issued, Just as if that which arises 
from the quantity of a thing was at all af- 
fected by the place whence it comes. 
The fact is, the nation feels itself ill, and 
does not know what is the matter with it. 
It is peevish and cross-grained, and ascribes 
its pains to the first thing that comes in its 
way. In the midst of all this, however, 
our hiveling writers have the impudence 
to call for a continuation of the war upon 
the ground, that the enemy’s resources 
will soon be exhausted, What assurance 
must they have! What matchless ef- 
frontery ! When it-is well known, that, 
not only is there no paper money in France; 
that not only is specie in - great abun- 
dance, but that the very guineas which 
have gone from England are to be found 
chiefly in France. This reliance upon the 
exhausting of the French finanees has been 
now reviyed. alter having been Jaid aside 
for ten years, and, it must be gonfessed, 
that the time of the revival hag bee ad- 
mirably chosen, The finances of France 
are. of a solid nature. They depend not. 
upon external commerce, which is subject 
to so many fluctyations, nog upon stocks 
and loans. What is raised is raised in 
real money, and every pound tells for a 
pound; while, on the contrary, every 
pound of paper-money, withers in the 
hand of him who holds it. It purchases 
less this year than it did Jast year, and next 
year it will purchaseé still. less. Thus it is 
with our Government, whose revenue in- 
creases in amount while it diminishes in 
the powers of purchase. These things 
ought to engage the atteution of the minis- 
ters, and not wild schemes of effecting the 
deliverance of Europe. But, this is a 
subject which they seem to wish to keep 
out of their minds, Yet, it must come 
upon them at some time or other. They 
must think of it, and act in it.—I know, 














Pthat it is the notion of somé men, that, if 


we can but carry on the paper system, till 
Napoleon be put-down, we may then do 
what we like; that we shall then have 
time for settling our affairs at home. This 
is a very weak notion; for, if we should 
not put Napoleon down in the course of 
four or five years, what is then to become 
‘of us? What is then to become of those 
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who receive fixed incomes. What is to| 
become of the hundreds of thousands, whose 
sole dependence is on the public funds ? 
What will then avail us all our present 
boastings about the victories of the Rus- 
sians, who, to save their country, set it 
on fire?———The French ruler understands 
the nature of paper-money as well as we 
do. He has seen the rise, progress, and 
fall of a paper money ; and, in his estimate 
of our means, he does not omit this item. 
Paper-money, while it lasts in any degree 
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of vigour, gives great power to a Govern- 
ment, but, it is the power of self-destruc- | 
tion; and, I do not believe that the world | 
affords an instance of any Government hav- | 
ing made a free use of it, without having, ! 
in the end, fallen by it. 
will form an exception to the rule remains | 
to be seen. 


Wn. COBBETT. 
Botley, 22d January, 1813. 
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RUSSIAN BULLETINS. 
From the Berlin Gazette of Dec. 3. 
(Continued from page 96.) 


again be renewed has gained ground within 
these few days. It is grounded on the cir- 
cumstance of the Prince Von Stahremberg, 
formerly Ambassador from the Emperor of 
Austria to the Court of London, being sent 
for to this city ; from which many conjec- 
tures are formed. 

Berlin, Dec. 12.—Our Gazette contains 
the following :-—His Majesty the Emperor 
has just appointed the General of Division 


Dessaix, Governor of Berlin, in the place of 


the General of Division Durette, who has 
Teft this place. His Majesty the Empe- 
ror Napoleon, who was in excellent health, 
had his head-quarters on the 3d at Molod- 
ziezno, a small town on the ci-devant Pala- 
tinate of Wilna, between 16 and 18 miles 
distant from Wilna, and 10 or 12 from 
Minsk, 

Gotlenburgh, Dec, 21.——Accounts from 
Copenhagen, dated the 17th December, 
State, that a French courier arrived there on 
the 15th, bringing a report of a battle 
fought on the 28th and 29th November, 
between General Tschitchagow and Witt- 
genstein and the Grand Army, in which, of 
course, it is said the French were complete- 
ly victorious, taking 10,000 prisoners, — 
At is also said Murat, King of Naples, was 
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at Konigsberg, with both his legs off. —— 
The Prussians have retreated from before 
Riga. The Russians have entered Liebau, 
and were expected at Memel. 


Oficial Information from the Armies, 


Dispatch from Count Palenca, dated Head- 
quarters, Kopys, 26th Nov. 


By all accounts hitherto received, it ap- 
pears that the enemy continues his retreat 
through Borissow, for which reason the 
following preparations have been made to 
hinder it:—A strong advanced guard of 
two corps, under General Miloradowitsch, 
follow close upon the enemy; Count Pla- 
toff, with 15 regiments of Cossacks, 12 bat- 
talions of infantry, and some companies of 
artillery, has orders to keep on his right 
flank, and prevent all his attempts at fo- 
raging; but on his right, he has Adjutant 
General Kutusoff’s detachment, which is 
placed under General Wittgenstein’s com- 
mand, All these considerable corps 
must necessarily beat the enemy before he 
crosses the Beresena, or at least whilst doing 
it. Admiral Tchichagoff has been request- 
ed, after passing the river, to act against 
the heads of the enemy’s columns, But on 
the left, he has three detachments of our 
partisans, to prevent his foraging and watch 
his motions. The main army, in the mean 
time, continues its march strait forward to 
the town of Boresino, partly to prevent the 
enemy from stretching to the right, and 
partly becatisé that sufficient provisions for 
0 od are only to be procured on that 
road. 





From the same to the same, dated Head- 
quarters, Kalouga, Nov. 27. 


The general plan of operations laid down 


by the Emperor is strictly followed; Admi- [ 
ral Tschitschagoff, whose van-guard has | 


totally defeated Gen. Dombrowski, arrived 
on the 2Ist, together with General Count 
Langeron’s corps, at the town of Lorissow. 
——Bya a from Count Platoff, just 
come to hand, we hear that Count Witt- 
genstein arrived at the town of Barow on 
the 25th Nov. The van-guard of the main 
army, under General Miloradowitsch, is 


this day in the town of Bobt. The Cos | 


sacks, under General Platoff, are at Krup- 
ky, and have likewise taken 
some places to the left of the high road to 
watch the enemy’s motions. “morrow 
the head-quarters will artive at the town of 
Slehwald, which lies on the toad between 
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Report of Col. Tschernischew, Adjutant to 
his imperial Majesty, to the General of 
Cavalry, Count Witlgenstein, dated Nov. 
5 (17). 

I have the honour to inform your Excel- 
lency, that after my safe return from the 


- Duchy of Warsaw, with the detachment 
' under my command, at the time when the 


Western army was on its march from Brest 


_ to Minsk, the Commander in Chief, Ad- 
_ miral Tschitchagoff, who for a long time 
| past had not received the least intelligence 
_ of the glorious operations of the troops 
_ under your Excellency’s command, nor of 
| those of the corps under Marshal Victor, 
' considered it to be necessary to use all pos- 


sible means to effect a direct communica- 


_ tion with your Excellency’s corps as spee- 
' dily as possible, and for this purpose the 
Commander in Chief thought proper, on 
the 25th October (6th Nov.} 


, to.confer on 
me the command of the Cossack regiment 
of Pantiligen, then at Slonim. On the 
night between the 25th and 26th (6th and 
7th Nov.), Admiral Tschitcliagoff, after 


- having already sent forward all the columns 
_ to Newish, received intelligence that Prince 


Schwartzenbergh, to oppose whom Lieute- 
nant-General Jackson had been left with a 


Corps in the vicinity of Brest, had detached 
' aconsiderable body of troops towards Wol- 
- kowisk and Selwig, by which means he 
threatened cutting off the communication 
between General Sacken and the army. 


The Commander in Chief, therefore, di- 


rected me to march with the aforesaid regi- 
ment of Ponteligen which was at that time 


at Slonim, to Deretschin and Silurg, to 
take possession of both these ports, and ob-. 
On the 
27th October (9th Noy.), I arrived at De- 
retschin, where I learned that the enemy’s 
corps, under General Moor, was marching , 
from Grodno to the village of Mosty, 


whad already began to throw a bridge over 
pthe river at that village. Although the 


Niemen was at the distance of eight leagues 
romme, I immediately sent a detachment 


there, who found a party covering the la- 


bourers on the right bank of the river, and 
lestroyed all their preparations made on 
e left bank. At the very same time the 
parties I had detached to Wolkowisk in- 
armed me, that the enemy had already 
arrisoned that village, and appeared on 
he road to Silurg, which induced me to 
tallect the detachments of the Cossack regi- 
tof Pantilegen, without loss of time, 

to proceed with them against the ene- 
» in order thereby to gain time to de: 
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stroy three bridges at the village itself over 
the river Silurg. I met the enemy’s ad- 
vanced guard, consisting of some squadrons 
of cavalry, about fourteen wersts from the 
village of Silurg, they attacked my Cossacks 
with great impetuosity, in the expectation 
of reaching the bridges before they were 
destroyed, but they were totally destroyed 
| by the time that they were within only one 
werst of the river. In the course of the 
night, [ received information that another 
of my parties had likewise destroyed the 
bridge at Iwaschkewitsche, and that two 
hours after it was burnt, a strong detach- 
ment of the enemy’s cavalry from Isabelin 
had arrived at the village of Swaschkwils~ 
chi.—~After passing the night in the vil+ 
lage of Silurg, and at a very small distance 
from the enemy, I found early in the morn- 
ing of the 28th (9th Nov.), that he had 
not only desisted from making any attempt 
on me, but that he had even retired on Wol- 
kowisk, to which he was no doubt induced 
by the offensive operations of Gen. Sacken, 
against the main body of the Austrian 
army. Just as I was preparing to follow 
the enemy, I received directions from the 
Commander in Chief at Polanka, to go 
from Disitschen through Dsenzal, on No- 
wogrodsk, to observe the enemy along the 
Niemen, and then proceed further, accord- 
ing to my frst destination. From Novo- 
grodsk, which place I reached by forced 
marches, making ten German mileg and 
upwards every day, I undertook my ven- 
turesonie expedition at the very time when 
there were strong detachments of the enemy 
in Belizi, Nekologew, Lidy, Woloshia, 
Rakow, and Radasckkowitschi, and the 
whole corps of Gen. Dombrowski was to 
the right in Stolpzy and Kordanow. I 
pnt the Niemen,’ near to Kolodesna, by 
swimming, and took my route through 
Naliboke and Kamen to Iwenez, In both 
the last-mentioued villages I found an ene- 
my’s hospital, in which there were 800 
sick, under the protection of 100 men. 
The importance of my object, and my dis- 
‘tance from the army, would not allow of 
my sending these pris@ners off to the army, 
or to encumber my detachment with the 
transporting them; I, therefore, contented 
myself with destroying their arms and am- 
munition, and of carrying away their 
horses, of which I have, in the whole 
course of the expedition, taken several hun- 
dreds, to which the sudden and unexpected 
appearance of the Cossacks gave me an op- 
portunity; when I approached the great 
road at about twe German miles from the 
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village of Dubrowo, I seized a French pic- 
quet of cavalry, consisting of 20 cuirassiers 
and dragoons, whom | permitted to depart, 
after taking their horses, and destroying 
their arms. The report, which is very 
detailed, states his having reached Admiral 
Tchichagoff, after overcoming great diffi- 
culties, and praises his officers and sol- 
dieis. 


General Prince Kutusow Smolensk has 
transmitted to His Imperial Majesty a con- 
tinuance of the proceedings of the Armies 
from the 15th to the 19th of November. 

On the t5th November an enemy’s 
corps, upwards of 500 strong, appeared 
in front of the wood, near the town of 
Kobyswo. The Polish regiment of Uh- 
Jans and the Kixholm and Polotzka regi- 
menis of infantry, attacked him on three 
different sides, took 220 men prisoners, 
and cut the rest down. General Milora- 
dowitsch states, that he attacked with both 
corps the enemy, who was 15,000 strong, 
and for the most part consisting of ‘the 
Guards, on the high road from Smolensko 
to Krasnoi, aud cbtained a complete vic- 
tory, made many prisoners, and took seve- 
ral cannon, Colonel Prince Kudaschew 
took one of them, the Sumuka Hussars 
took two, and Colonel Gapile’s Yagers the 
remainder. An enemy’s column, with its 
General, lad surrendered prisoners. On 
the 16th November, a report arrived from 
General Platow, with information of his 
having, whilst in pursuit of the enemy, 
made 400 prisoners; and from General 
Grekow, of his having taken two cannon. 
The Emperor Napoleon, who was at 
Krasnoi with the Guards, in the night of 
the 15th, caused a division of them under 
command of General Rouguet, 7,000 men 
strong, to attack Adjutant-General Osha- 
rowsky’s detachment. But this small troop 
received the superior numbers of the enemy 
with the valour inherent to Russians, and 
soon put them in disorder, on which the 
hussars charged, and the infantry attacked 
with the bayonet, which caused him a se- 
vere loss. A Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
French Guards was taken prisoner. Count 
Osharowsky then departed to the town of 
Palkino, and the enemy withdrew to the 
city of Krasnoi. On the 17th November, 
reports came in from Count Orlow Denis- 
sow, of his having, on the 15th, attacked 
the enemy at different points, taken from 
him four cannon, and fifty baggage wag- 
gons,.and made prisoners three Generals, 
viz. the General of Division, Almera, Bri- 
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gade General Baron Burt, and General 
Dufour, upwards of 20 Staff Officers, and 
420 men. Major-General Barosden states, 
that during the operations on the 16th, he 
took four cannon, and made General Ma- © 
tuschuvilsch, one Officer, and 100 men 
prisoners. General Milaradowitsch re- 
ports, that the Viceroy of Italy’s corps 
was attacked, on the 15th, by Lieutenant- 
General Ragudsky, and was, at the same 
time, taken in flank by Lieutenant-General 
Prince Dalgorvaldi. The enemy then 
joined his whole force against General Ra- 
jeusky’s right wing, but Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Uwarrow, who supported the latter 
with the cavalry, attacked the enemy’s 
square with the dragoon regiments of Mos- 
cow and Kargopol, and totally broke them. 
Colone! Dawydoce, commander of the 
Moscow regiment, himself, took General 
Cor Heiliger, who commanded both 
squares, prisoner; and likewise captured 
a pair of colours. General Raguesty took 
two cannon and one pair of colours. The 
enemy lost 40 officers, and 1,500 men pri- 
soners in the whole. Prince Kudas- 
chow was sent to the enemy to requife him 
to surrender ; but as he delayed his answer, 
the attack was recommenced. General 
Ragewsty drove the enemy from the high 
road, and put him to flight. Night 
prevented the continuance of the opera- 
tions. Our corps took possession of the 
towns of Merleno and Meruleno. - General 
Platow states, under date of the 12th No- 
vember, that the Vice Roy of Italy’s rear- | 
guard, which was pursued on the road 
from Duschswtschina to Swahecha, by At- 
taman’s regiment, Colonel Kaissarow’s 
yagers, and a party of horse artillery, had 
lost on the road two cannon, and 1,000 
men, in killed and wounded. Lieutenant- 7 
General Schepelus states, under the 16th, ~ 
that on his march to Mostislawl, he had 
received information that an eneniy’s troop — 
of 150 men, had fled from thence to Mo- — 
hilow, and therefore sent ‘a party of Cos- — 
sacks after them, who cut down 100 men, ~ 
and made 11 prisoners.——Adjutant-Ge- |, 
neral Baron Korf informs, under date of ~ 
the 16th, that the Pskou Regiment of © 
Dragoons had three times attacked the ~ 
enemy, beaten him, and taken ‘seven Of- — 
ficers.and 500 men prisoners. The Cos- © 
sacks also took many prisoners, amounting | 
in all to 912 men. When the*enemy 
crossed the Dnieper, Major-General Kar- | 
pow attacked some regiments of his cavalry 
on the road to Krasnoi, ‘made 300 : prison 
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to Krasnoi, to cut off the enemy from the 
road, marched forward on the 17th from 
its position at Schilowo, to attack him in 


the rear.——General Ostermann reports, 


under the 16th, that he had attacked near 


© Kolysi the enemy’s columns, which were 


coming out of the woods, and made 824 
General Miloradowitsch, who, 
with the 2d and 7th corps of infantry and 


' Ist corps of cavalry, kept himself concealed 
_ near the high road at the town of Merlino, 


and suffered Marshal Davoust’s corps to 


’ threaten Krasnoi; in the meanwhile the 


3d corps and the 2d division of cuivassiers, 
which formed the centre of the whole army, 
under Prince Golitzyn’s command, like- 
wise advanced thither. When the enemy 


saw these troops, he halted without the 


town and prepared for battle. Our ar- 


| tillery now opened its fire from all sides. 


Our main army, consisting of the 6th, Sth, 
and 5th, corps, and the Ist division of 


| cuirassiers, the van-guard of which con- 


sisted uf Major-General Berosdin’s light 
troops, your cag ale Majesty’s body-cui- 
rassiers, three battalions of the Finland 


 dife-guards, under the command of Major- 


General Baron Roseu, now put themselves 


' in motion, under General Tormassow, to 


pass round the town of Krasnoi,—and after 
having reached the great Orcheska road, 
notwithstanding the defiles, it formed be- 
hind the town of Dobraga, thereby to cut 


| off the retreat of the enemy’s army, which 


consisted of Marshal Davoust’s corps, and 
that of the Viceroy of Italy, and part of 
the guards, under the command of the 
Emperor Napoleon in person. General 
Miloradowitsch now pressed on the ene- 
my’s rear, whilst Prince Galitzin engaged 
him in the centre, and General Tormas- 
sow, who had cut him from the road, dis- 
turbed him, at the outlet from the town 
of Krasnoi. This troublesome situation of 
the enemy forced him to desperate mea- 
sures; he formed in close columns, and 
endeavoured to break through the van- 
guard, under Baron Rosen, but was to- 
tally beaten by the Yagers of the Guards 
and the Finland Life Guards, supported 
by two squadrons of your Majesty's Body 
Cuirassiers, The second column of the 
enemy, which endeavoured to take Prince 
Galitzin’s artillery, was defeated. by the 
second division of Cuirassiers, and the 
Royal Infantry.—The first Voltageur Re- 


~ giment of the French Guards was here to- 


tally destroyed. General Miloradovitsch 
likewise caused the enemy a very great loss. 
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Defeated in this manner at all points, he 
took to fight in the utmost disorder in the 
woods, where he expected to find security, 
but the light troops, under Osharowsky 
and Borosdin, there completed his defeat. 
After this action the army was removed 
near to the town of Dobraja, on the great 
road to Orschaska. The enemy’s loss on 
this day, exclusive of killed and wounded, 
consists in two Generals, 58 Officers, and 
9,170 men made prisoners, and in 70 
cannon, three pair of colours, three stand- 
ards, and a Marshal’s Staff taken from 
them. During the defeat, the Emperor 
Napoleon, who did not wait for the con- 
clusion of the battle, had the good fortune 
to escape through the woods to Lody, on 
the Dnieper, where several respectable 
witnesses, ammong- whom were a Russian 
Major and a Lieutenant, who this day 
forced themselves from French captivity, 
saw him arrive with a small retinue, on 
horses quite worn out. A part of the gar- 
rison there put themselves immediately 
under arms, and remained so till midnight, 
when he set off for Dubrowna, under their 
escort.—It is especially remarkab!e, that 
on this-memorable day, Napoleon, that 
commander crowned with 20 years con- 
quest, and Marshal Davoust his compa- 
nion, retreated to Dubrowna, without 
stopping at Lody, wholly forgetting Mar- 
shal Ney’s corps, which, after having ga- 
thered to it all the lesser corps, and the 
garrison of Smolensk, amounted to 30,000 
men, and 100 pieces of artillery. This 
very considerable corps, which was cut off 
by the Russian army, was forgotten, and 
left to fall a sacrifice. Near Lody, Ge- 
neral Borosdin came up with the enemy, 
and drove them from thence, where we 
took fivecannon. On the 18th of Novem- 
ber, in the afternoon, the Cossacks per- 
ceived General Ney’s corps, which, by 
the operations of the foregoing battle, was 
separated from the main French Army, 
marched from Smolensk to Krasnoi, to 
force its way through our army. General 
Miloradovitsch, supported by the 8th corps, 
awaited its approach. A thick fog hid the 
enetay’s numbers from our sight, who 
came within short range of cannon-shot, 
and threw himself with desperation on our 
batteries, notwithstanding the heavy fre 
kept up from them; but when within 250 
paces, he was received with a most dread- 
ful cartridge fire from our batteries, ‘Whilst 
this was doing, Major-General Paschkewtz 
attacked on the left, and the Pawtow gre- 
nadier regiment on the right, another 
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‘6 Sire, —The Senate hastens to present at 
the foot of your Imperial and Royal Majes- 
ty’s throne, the offering of its congratula- 
tions on the happy arrival of your Majesty 


enemy’s column, which had come forward 
to support the former, and, forcing in on 
it, cut every thing down before them. 
General Konowinzegn, by command of the 
Field-Marshal, formed the troops on the 
kelt flank, with the Iscnernosubou regi- 
ment of Cossacks in the van, and com- 
manded them to watch the enemy’s mo- 
tions from the town of Krasnoi to the pas- 
sage of the river at Syrokchenge, and to 
do him ali possible damage. Colonel 
Tschinoushon executed these orders with 
the greatest success. When towards even- 
ing he saw the enemy approaching, he fell 
suddenly upon them, took 14 cannon, and 
did him much damage, by cutting down a 
considerable number ; many were drowned 
or taken prisoners, and the remainder were 
dispersed in the woods. The cavalry un- 
der command of Adjutant-General Koff, 
pursued the enemy further, and cut down 
a nuinber of men. At five o’clock other 
columns of the enemy came on, intending 
to force their way through, but twenty- 
four pieces of artillery caused great havoc 
among them, whilst the cavalry having 
turned them, forced them to send a flag of 
truce, and ask for quarter, At twelve 
o'clock at night, the whole enemy’s corps 
laid down their arms, and were made 
prisoners. In this action the enemy has 
Jost in prisoners, 100 officers and 12,000 
men, as likewise 27 cannon, twe pair of 
colours, and two standards. From the 
15th to the i9th we have taken prisoners 
eight Generals, one of whom is since dead 
of his wounds; as also 300 Officers and 
21,170 men, and taken in the whole 209 
cannon, exclusive of those left by the ene- 
my at Krasnoi; and 800 ammunition 
chests, which the Cossacks blew up,— 
Lelersburgh Gazelle, 








FRENCH PAPERS. 


Paris, Dec. 20.—This day, Sunday, De- 
ceinber the 20th, 1812, at noon, the Empe- 
ror, being seated on his throne, surrounded 
by the Princes, Grand Dignitaries, Cardi- 
uals, Ministers, Great Officers, Great Eagles 
of the Legion of Honour, and attendants of 
his Majesty, received the Senate, who were 
conducted to this audience by a Master and 
Assistant of the Ceremonies, introduced by 
his Excellency the Grand Master, and pre- 
sented by his Serene Highness the Prince 
Vice-Grand-Elector, His Excellency M, 
the Gount Lacepede, the President, deli- 
vered the following Address :— 








among your people. The absence of 
your Majesty, Sire, is always a national ca- 
lamity, while your presence is a blessin 

which fills the whole.French people with 
joy and confidence. ——Your Imperial and 
Royal. Majesty has laid all the bases of the 
organization of your vast empire; but many 
objecis yet remain to be consolidated or ex- 
ecuted ; and the smallest delay in the com- 
pletion of our institutions is a national mis- 
fortune. While your Imperial Majesty, 
Sire, was at eight hundred leagues from 
your capital, at the head of your victorious 
armies, attempts were made to disturb 
public order in this great capital, by men 
who had escaped from- prisons, in which 
your Imperial clemency had saved them 
from a death, merited by their past crimes. 
They have paid the penalty of their new 
offences. Happy France, Sire, whose 
monarchical constitution places her beyond 
the reach of civil discord, of the bloody 
feuds to which party gives birth, and of the 
horrible distractions which revolutions en- 
gender. The Senate, first Council of 
the Emperor, and whose authority only has 
existence when the Monarch calls it forth, 
and puts it in movement, is established for 
the conservation of that monarchy, and of 
the hereditary succession to your throne, 
under our fourth dynasty. France and 
posterity will find it, under all circum- 
stances, faithful to this sacred trust; and 
all its Members will be always ready to die 
in defence of that palladium of national se- 
curity and prosperity.—-In the commence- 
ments of our ancient dynasties, Sire, the 
Monarch has been more than once seen to 
ordain, that a solemn oath should, by anti- 
cipation, connect the French of ail ranks 
with the heir of the throne; and some- 
times, when the age of thé young Prince 
permitted it, a crown was placed upon his 
head, as the pledge of his future authority, 
and the emblem of the perpetuity of the 




















Government.——-The affection which the 


whole nation feels for the King of Rome, 


proves, Sire, both the attachment of the 4 
every citizen, and which points out to him, | 


French to the blood of your Majesty, and 
that internal sentiment which re-assures 


in that august infant, the security of‘his own 
children, the 
and an insurmountable obstacle to these in- 
testine divisions, : those civil-agitations, and 


those political- revolutions, which are the | 











rd of his own fortune, © 
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greatest scourges that can afflict nations. 
' ——Sire, your Majesty has waved the 
' French eagles over the towers of Moscow. 
“» The enemy could neither arrest your success 
nor thwart your plans, but by resorting to 
> the frightful resources of despotic govern- 
ments—creating deserts on all his frontiers, 
carrying conflagration into his provinces, 
and delivering to the flames his capital— 
' the centre of his riches, and the growth of 
so many ages. Those, Sire, who re- 
_ newed these barbarous tactics of their sa- 
' Vage ancestors, were ill acquainted with 
the heart of your Majesty. It would have 
voluntarily renounced the trophies which 
were to be purchased by so much blood, 
and se many woes to humanity. The 
ardour with which we see arriving from all 
the departments of the empire, under the 
colours of your Majesty, the numerous sol- 
-diers called forth by the Senatus Consultum 
_ of last September, furnishes an example of 
what your Majesty may expect from the 
zeal, patriotism, and warlike spirit of the 
French, to snatch frem the influence of our 
| enemies the various portions of the Conti- 
nent, and to conquer an honourable and 
| solid peace. May your Imperial and 
Royal Majesty accept the tribute of the gra- 
' @ ‘itude, love, and inviolable fidelity of the 
Senate, and the French people.” 
His Majesty replied as follows — 
_ “Senators, —What you have said is very 
~ agreeable tome. I have at heart the glory 
) 9 and the power of France; but my first 
“ thoughts are engaged by every thing that 
_ may perpetuate internal tranquillity, and 
“@ place my people for ever in security against 
> the rage of faction, and the horrors of anar- 
chy. It is upon these enemies of the hap- 
'piness of nations that, with the consent and 
love of the French, I have founded this 
throne, to which henceforward are attached 
the destinies of the country. A timid 
= and cowardly soldiery ruin the independence 
of nations; but pusillanimous magistrates 
destroy the empire of the laws, the rights 
of the throne, and social order itself. 
The noblest of deaths would be that of the 
soldier who falls in the field of honour, 
were not the death of a magistrate, perish- 
ing in defence of his Sovereign, the throne, 
and the laws, more glorious still. When 
¥ undertook the regeneration of France, I 
ventreated of Providence a determinate num- 
ber of years, Destruction is the work of a 
homent, but one cannot build up again 
® Without the assistance of time. The great- 
€st want of a State'is that of s ma- 
Zistrates,—— Our fathers had for their ral- 
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lying cry, The King is dead,—long live the 
King! These few words comprehend the 
principal advantages of the monarchy. I 
believe I have deeply studied the spirit 
which my people have shewn in different 
ages; I have reflected on what has happen- 
ed in different epochs of our history; I will 
still think of it. The war which I 
maintain with Russia is a war of policy. 
[ have waged it without animosity ; I could 
have wished to spare her the misfortunes 
which she has caused herself. I should 
have been able to arm the greater part of 
her population against her, by proclaiming 
liberty to the slaves; a great number of 
villages demanded it of me: but when I 
perceived the brutality of that numerous 
class of the Russian people, I refused to 
accede to a measure which would have de- 
voted many families to death and the most 
horrible punishments. My army has sus- 
tained losses; but they arose from the pre- 
mature severity of the season. I accept 
the sentiments which you express towards 
me,”’ 

After this audience, the Council of State, 
conducted and introduced with the same 
forms, were presented to his Majesty by 
his Serene Highness the Prince Arch- 
Chancellor of the Empire. 

His Excellency M. the Count Defermon, 
Minister of State, President of the Section 
of Finances, spoke as follows :— 

*¢ Sire, —the first wish which the Mem. 
bers of your Council of State feel, in com- 
mon with all your faithful subjects, is to lay 
at the feet of your Majesty’s throne their 
congratulations on your happy return; and 
to express the sentiments of gratitude with 
which they are inspired, on learning that 
your Majesty is, come to crown by your 
presence the hopes and wishes of your 
people. Whilst in the absence of your 
Majesty we were employing ourselves in 
those labours with which you deigned to 
intrust us, and whilst every moment of our 
time was occupied in the execution of your 
orders for the happiness and prosperity of 
the empire, we were far from conceiving 
that any Frenchman could: forget those sa- 
ered and protecting principles which have 
extricated us from anarchy,, and which 
should ever secure us from it. Sire, it 
was with the most profound grief that we 
witnessed the crime committed by a maniac, 
who, for a previous offence, had deserved a 
punishment which your Majesty was so ge» 
nerous' as to remit; but his attempt ne 
Only served to convince our old enemies of 
the fruitlessness of similar plots, aud toe 
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prove anew the sincere attachment of all 
the functionaries of the empire to the con- 
stitution which your Majesty has given to 
it. All parties in the empire exhibited 
proofs of their attachment; and all your 
subjects have rivalled the public functiona- 
ries in respect for principles, and in attach- 
ment to your sacred person, and your au- 
gust Majesty.—-God, who protects France, 
will long preserve her from the greatest of 
misfortunes. But, in such an event, every 
heart would rally around the Prince who is 
the object of our hopes and prayers; and 
every Frenchman would renew at his feet 
the oaths of fidelity and of love for the 
Emperor whom the constitution would call 
to the succession.——-We have been touch- 
ed with the recitals contained in the last 
Bulletin of the Grand Army. Whaat ad- 
miration must not be excited by the deve- 
lopement of the most august character dur- 
ing that month of perils and of glory, when 
the sufferings of the heart could take away 
none of its vigour from the intellect 





5 . . . 
What sentiment must not be inspired ina 


pation truly generous, by the faithful pic- 
ture of its unforeseen losses, on perceiving 
that the tutelary genius of France has known 
how to prevent their effects, and to make 
them the occasion of new glory! Your 
Majesty never appeared more fully at the 
summit of your destinies, than in those 
moments, when fortune, by arming the 
elements, seemed to endeavour to remind 
us that she could be inconstant. Let our 
enemies exult, if they please, in the mate- 
rial losses, which the rigour of the season, 
and the severity of the climate oecasioned ; 
but let them calculate our forces; let them 
Jearn that there are no efforts or sacrifices, 
of which, after the example of your Ma- 
jesty, the French nation is not capable, in 
order to realize your glorious plans. In 
return, Sire, for your labours and your pa- 
ternal cares, we can only offer to your Ma- 
jesty, in common with your whole empire, 
the expression of our sentiments of respect, 
admiration, and love. We venture to 
hope, that your Majesty will deign to ac- 
cept this tribute with the same goodness 
with which you have invariably honoured 
the fidelity and devotion of your Council of 
State.”’ 

His Majesty replied as follows : 

** Counsellors of State, every time that 
1 re-enter France, my heart experiences the 
most lively satisfaction. If the people tes- 
tify so much love for my son, it is because 
they are impressed with a conviction of the 
advantages of monarchy,———It_ is to that 
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vention concluded by General D’ York, con- 
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ideal system, to those dark metaphysics, 
which, in pursuing with subtlety the search 
after first causes, seek to found upon their 
basis the legislation of nations, instead of 
accommodating laws to the knowledge of 
the human heart, and to the lessons of his- 
tory, that we must aitribute all the misfor- 
tunes which our favoured France has expe- 
rienced, These errors necessarily, and in 
reality, did lead to the regime of men of 
blood. Who proclaimed the principle of 
insurrection to be a duty? Who flattered 
the people by proclaiming a sovereignty 
which it was incapable of exercising ? Who 
destroyed the sanctity of and respect for the 
laws, by, making them depend, not upon 
the sacred principles of justice, the nature. 
of things, and of civil justice, but soiely 
on the will of an assembly composed of 
men, strangers to the knowledge of civil, 
criminal, administrative, political, and mi- 
litary laws? When a man is called to re- 
generate a State, he must follow principles 
directly opposite. History paints the hu- 
man heart; it is in history that he must 
search for the advantages and inconveni- 
ences of different modes of. legislation. 
Such are the principles which the State 
Council of a great empire should never lose 
sight of; it must unite to them a courage 
superior to every trial; and, after the ex- 
amples of the Presidents Harlay and Molé, 
be ready to perish in defence of the Sove- 
reign, the throne, and the laws. [ ap- 
preciaie the proofs of attachment which the 
Council of State has given in every circum- 
stance. I accept its sentiments.” 





Berlin, Jan. 5.—Our Monarch has ex- 
perienced the most lively indignation at the 
treason of General D’York, of which he 
yesterday received the afflicting intelli- 
gence. His Majesty the same day ordered 
the following measures :—All means shall 
be taken to seize General D’York and send 
him to Berlin, where he shall be, judged 
and punished according to his crime.— 
General Kliest is appointed Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Commandant of the Prussian contin- 
gent, in place of General D’York._——He 
will adopt all the necessary measures for 
collecting the troops, and conducting them 
under the orders of his Majesty the King 
of Naples, into such place as this Prince 
shall have designated.__—_M. de Natzmer, 
Aid-de-Camp to the King, set out. this 
proraing for Konigsberg, charged with a 
letter, by which his Majesty, after having 
declared that he could not ratify the Cou; 
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sidering that the dispositions to be taken in 
respect to his troops, belong, according to 


' the treaty of alliance, to his Majesty the 


Emperor, and afterwards to the King of 


_ Naples, as his Lieutenant-General, invites 


this Prince to give his orders to Lieute- 
nant-General Kliest, and to express them 
to Major de Natzmer, who will make 
known to the Prussian corps the wishes of 
their Sovereign. An Order of the Day 





' shall be published in all the States of his 


Prussian Majesty; and the King of Naples 
will be requested to give orders for a simi- 


-* lar notification to take place in the French 
> army, to promulgate by all possible ways 
the disavowal of the King, and the expres- 

© sion of his indignation.—— If General 


D’York cannot be arrested he will be tried 


> for contumacy.——We are assured that 


Prince de Hatzfeld will immediately pro- 
ceed to Paris, to convey to his Majesty the 
Emperor the expression of the sentiments 
of the King, and to prove these same sen- 
timents to the whole of Europe by this bril- 
liant mission, 

Here follows the Convention which Ge- 


‘ neral D’York made with the enemy. 


CONVENTION. 
To-day the undersigned, viz. the Com- 


| mander-in-Ghief of the Prussian Auxiliary 


Corps, Lieutenant-General D’ York, on the 
one side, and the Quarter-Master-General 


_ of the Imperial Russian Army, under the 


orders of Count Wittgenstein, Major-Ge- 
neral de Deibetsch on the other, after ma- 


_ ture deliberation have agreed to the follow- 


ing— 

Convention,.—Art. 1. The Prussian 
Corps shall occupy, in the interior of the 
Prussian ‘territory, the line along the fron- 
tier from Memel and Meminertat to the 
road from Woinecta to Tilsit. From Til- 
sit, the road which passes through Schella- 


peschken and Melanken to Labiaw, and 


comprehending the towns which it touches, 
Shall determine the extent of the country 
which the said Prussian Corps is to oc- 
cupy. This territory shall be bounded on 
the other side by the Curisch-Haff, so that 
all this extent shall be considered as per- 


'fectly neutral, as soon as the Prussian 


troops shall have occupied it.-———It : is 
well understood that the Russian troops 
are to be allowed to pass and repass upon 
the great road (Rocites) prescribed; but 
they shall not take up their quarters in the 
towns of this arroundissement. Art, 2. 
The Prussian troops shall remain in perfect 
neutrality, in the arroundissement desig- 
nated by Art, 1, till the arrival of orders 
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from his Majesty the King of Prussia; but 
they engage in the event of his Majesty or- 
dering them to rejoin the Imperial French 
troops, not to fight against the Russian arms 
for two months from the present day. 
Art. 3. In the event of his Majesty the 
King of Prussia, or of his Majesty the Em- 
peror of all the Russias, refusing to ratify 
the present Convention, the Prussian corps 
shall be at liberty to march wherever the 
King shall call it. Arr. 4. All strag- 
glers shall be given up to the Prussian 
corps, Which shall be found on the great 
Mittau road, and likewise every thing 
which forms a part of the Marextau of the 
army. In respect to the provisions and 
train of the said corps, and every thing be- 
longing to it, shall pass without obstacle past 
the Russian armies to rejoin from Konigs- 
berg, or further, the Prussian corps d’armee. 
Art. 5. In the event of Lieut.-Gene- 
ral D’York’s orders being still able to 
reach Lieutenant-General Massenbach, the 
troops, which are under the command of the 
latter, shall be comprehended in the pre- 
sent Convention. Arr. 6. All the pri- 
soners which the Russians, commanded by 
Major-General Deibetsch, shall make, from 
the troops under the orders of General de 
Massenbach, shall likewise be compre- 
hended in this Convention. Art. 7. 
The Prussian corps shall retain the power 
of concerting about every thing which re- 
lates to its provisioning, with the provin- 
cial Reginurs of Prussia, not even excepting 
those provinces, which may be occupied by 
the Prussian arms. Done at the Mill of 

Paschernu, the 18th (30th) Dec. 1912. 

(Signed ) D’York, 

Lieut.-Gen. in the service of Prussia. 

De Deisetscu, 
Major-Gen, in the service of Russia. 




















CONSERVATIVE SENATE. 
Sitting of the 10th January. 


The Sitting opened at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, under the Presidency of ‘his Se- 
rene Highness the Prince Arch-Chancellor 
of the Empire,— 
nister for Foreign Affairs was present at 
the Sitting. Their Excellencies Counts 
Regnaud de St. Jean D’Angely, and De- 
ferman, Ministers of State and Counsellors 
of State being introduced, his Serene High- 
ness the Arch-Chancellor spoke in these 
terms :— 

‘6 GenTLEMEN—The ‘nation is of itself 
disposed to adopt measures which it judges 
necessary for the maintenance of ‘its glory, 

4 . 
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and for the preservation of its preponder- 
ance in Europe. From all parts of this 
vast empire, addresses succeed each other ; 
offers multiply; the public will is ready to 
outstrip the appeal of sovereign authority. 
The Emperor, who reckons upon the 
love of his people, and who appreciates 
their resources, has judged that there is no 
reason for varying from usual dispositions. 
His Majesty would even have deferred 
employing them, if an unexpected event 
had not made him think that the profiting 
of the useful co-operation of our allies, 
depended upon the developement of our 
own forces, which is to accelerate the mo- 
ment of an honourable peace, such as a 
Fretich heart can desire, and such as his 
Majesty has not ceased to offer his enemies. 
-——It is in that spirit, Gentlemen, that 
the projet submitted to your deliberation 
has been digested.——-Gentlemen, Orators 
of the Council of State, you will expose 
the motives, the advantages of it, after the 
Minister for Foreign affairs has read to you 
a report, and certain papers, of which his 
Majesty has commanded a communication 
to be made to you.” 

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs then communicated the following 
Report :— 


Report from the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs to his Majesty the Emperor and 
King. 











“¢ Sinty—When Russia, violating her 
treaties and renouncing her alliance with 
France, to unite herself with the system of 
England, declared war against your Ma- 
jesty, you apprehended, Sire, all the im- 
portance of the contest in which you were 
going toengage. You appreciated the for- 
mation, under the title of Cohorts of the 
National Guards, of 100 battalions of men 
between 20 and 26 years of age, who be- 
longed to the six last classes of the Con- 
scription, had not been called to the active 
army. This institution has had all the suc- 
cess which your Majesty could have ex- 
pected from it. A warlike youth prepared 
to the trade of war under the instruction of 
old soldiers, eagerly demand to partake of 
the glory of their brethren in arms. When 
from Smolensko your Majesty advanced to- 
wards Moscow your victorious arms, you 
did not dissimulate that its progress in the 
enemy's country added fresh chances to the 
common chances of war. You wished to 
further strengthen the basis of its operations, 
and you ordered the levy of the Conscrip- 
tion for 1813, the whole of which is now 
under arms.——With the garrisons of the 
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fortresses of France and Italy, your Majesty 
has therefore in the interior of your do- 
minions, a force of more than 300,000 
inen, sufficient to support the war against 
Russia during the next campaign. And 
your intention, Sire, was not to demand 
any extraordinary succours, if our al- 
lies, and especially as Austria, Denmark, 
and Prussia remained faithful to the com- 
mon cause. Austria, Denmark, and Prus- 
sia have given your Majesty the strongest 
assurances of their sentiments. Prussia 
has ‘even offered to augment a third, and 
carry the contingent which she had fur- 
nished in execution of treaties to 30,000 
men, But whiist this power manifested 
dispositions so conformable to her en- 
gagements, and to the interests of her po- 
licy, the intrigues of England prepared one 
of these events which characterizes the spi- 
rit of disorder and anarchy, which that 
power does not cease to foment in Europe. 
General D’ York, commanding the Prussian 
corps under the orders of Marshal the 
Duke of Tarente, betrayed at once his ho- 
nour, his General in Chief, and his King. 
He has made a perfidious compact with the 
enemy. There are no intrigues, no threats 
which England has not put in work to 
change the dispositions of Sovereigns ; but 
when she has found them firm to their true 
interests, and immoveable in their alliance 
with your Majesty, she has undertaken to 
produce a general disorder by endeavouring 
to shake the fidelity of the people. Beyond 
the states of your Majesty, Sire, there arc 
few countries where the audacity and. ma- 
neeuvres of disorginators have carried un- 
easiness among the depositaries of the pub- 
lic tranquillity. In thecourts of the agents 
of corruption, in the camps of vile instiga- 
tors, and in short, in cities, schools, and 
even the bosoms of the most revered insti- 
tutions, false enthusiasts incessantly labour 





to seduce by dark doctrines those who ought | 


with the most courageous fidelity to main- 
tain the authority which has been confided 
to them, and those who have no other duty 
than: that of obeying. In such circum- 
stances, Sire, and whenever the intentions 





of an.allied Prince ‘has not been:able to © 


guarantee the advantages which your poli- 
tical system ought to have ensured -you, it 
becomes an imperious necessity to have 


recourse to the means which your Majesty | 


will find in the power of your Empire, 

in the love of your subjects, ——-Under 
these considerations the Ministers of your 
Majesty, assembled ia an extraordinary 
Cabinet Council, propose to you; 1. Te 


send to the active army the 100 cohorts of 
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1809, 1810, 181], and 1812.—3. To 


> France, and the safety of her allies, will 
> be guaranteed against all events——The 


_ that there is no repose for Europe till Eng- 


: _ and her devotion to the glory of the French 
/ name, I join to this report the docu- 


» very obedient and faithful subject, 


_ the Prince Arch-Chancellor of the Empire. 


ity | 
m- 5 


; Men are placed at the disposal of Govern- 


125] JANUARY 23, 1813.—Official Papers. [126 


National Guards.—.2. To make a call of 
100,000 meh from the conscriptions of 


raise 100,000 men of the conscription for 
1814, which shall be formed in garrisons 
and camps, upen our frontiers and coasts, 
and ready to march wherever it may be ne- 
cessary, to the assistance of your Majesty's 
allies. By this immense dévelopement 
of forces, the interests, the consideration of 


French people will feel the force of circum- 
stances; it will render fresh homage to this 
truth, so frequently proclaimed by your 
Majesty from the height of your throne,— 


Jand shall have been forced to conclude a 
peace. It is not in vain, Sire, that you 
have given France the title of the * Grand 
‘ Nation’—no effort is painful to her when the 
object is to evince her love to your Majesty 


ments relative to the defection of General 
D'York,——-I am, with the most profound 
respect, Sire, your Majesty’s very humble, 


(Signed) The Duke or Bassano. 
** Paris, 9th Jan. 1813.” 


Sitting of the 11th January. 


The Senate re-assembled at two o'clock, 
under the presidency of his Serene Highness 


——M. the Count dé Lacepedeé, in the 
name of the Special Commission, nominated 
in the Sitting of yesterday, made the report 
of the projét of the Senatus Consultum.—- 
The Senate, after having delibérated on the 
Projet of the Senatus Consultum, ordered it 
to be presented, with an Address to his 
Majesty. © In consequence of which, at half 
past eight o’clock this evening, Messrs. the 
Counts de Lacepede, President, De Beau- 
mont and De Laparens, Secretaries, had 
the honour of présenting the Senatus Con- 
sultum to his Majesty, with an ‘Address, 
the contents of which are as follows : 


Extract from the Registers of the Con- 
servalive Senate. 

** On Monday, the 11th January, 1813 
the Conservative Senate assembled to the 
number of members prescribed by the 90th 
article of the Act of Constitution of the 13th 


December, 1799.——Having adopted the | 


Projét of Senatus Consultum, which was 
resented to it in the rp, of yesterday, 
y which three hundred and fifty thousand 





“ment ! Deliberating on the proposition 


made by its Special Commission, charged 
with the report of this projét; Ordain, 
that the Senatus Consultum of this day be 
presented to his Majesty the Emperor and 
King by the Officers of the Senate, and that 
after such presentation, M.the Annual Pre- 
sident shall express to his Majesty the senti- 
ments of the Senate by an Address of the 
following tenor : Sine—The Senate has 
the honour to present to your Imperial and 
Royal Majesty the homage of its fidelity, 
its devotion, its respect, and the Senatus 
Consultum which it has just adopted. 
It was its desire, Sire, to express at the 
foot of your Majesty’s throne, the profound 
indiguation with which all the French are 
inspired, at the treason of a General of an 
Allied Power, placed under the orders of 
one of your Majesty’s Marshals, and form- 
ing a part of your armies. This violation 
of the laws of honour and of war, is a new 
effect of the corrupt intrigues of the British 
Cabinet, It is acrime against the safety 
of Governments, the repose of nations, 
against public faith, and the order of so- 
ciety. The Continent of Europe, Sire, is 
menaced with these terrible commotions, 
which your Majesty alone has been able to 
annihilate in our own country. But 
your Majesty has foreseen every thing; you 
have discovered that it was needful to em- 
ploy the greatest power, in order to com- 
mand events, or to direct their effects; you 
wished to have nothing that might turn you 
off from the object of your desires, of all 
your victories, and of the so frequently re- 
newed sacrifice of your repose, of your 
affections, and of your dearest enjoyments. 
The nation adds to its numerous phalanxes 
350,000 Frenchmen, the brave men of the 
immense army which your Majesty is going 
to put in motion, ‘will be the Conquerors 
of Peace. 
The President and Secretaries. 
(Signed ) CAmMBACERES. 
The Count de Beaumont: 
The Count de Larrarent. 
(Seen and sealed) The Chancellor of the 


Senate, 
(Signed) 


Count LapLace. 
Napoléon by the Grace. of God and the 
Constitution, Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, Protector of the Confede- 
ration of the Rhine, Mediator of the 
Swiss Confederation, &c. kc. t0 whom 
these presents may come greeting. 
The Senate, after having heard the Ora- 
tors of the Council of State, has decreed, 
and we ordain as follows : 
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Extract from the Registers of the Conser- 
vative Senate of Monday, the 11th Jan. 


1818. 


The Conservative Senate being assem- 
bled to the number of members prescribed 
by the 90th Article of the Act of Coustitu- 
tion, of the 13th December, 1799 ; 
Having seen the projét of Senatus Consul- 
tum drawn up, and in the form prescribed 
by the Act of Constitution of the 4th Au- 
gust, 1802; After having heard the 
Orators of the Council of State on the mo- 
tives of the said projét, and the report of 
the Special Commission nominated in yes- 
terday’s sitting, the adoption having been 
deliberated by the number of voices pre- 
scribed by the 56th Article of the Act of 
Constitution of the 4th August, 1802; 








DECREE. 


Art. 1. 350,000 men are. placed at the | 


disposal of the Minister at War, to wit: | Project of a Senatus Consultum, (see the 





Ist. 100,000 men forming the 100 
cohorts of the first Ban of the National 
Guards. 
scription of 1809, 1810, 1811 and 1$12, 
taken from among those who have 
not been called upon to make a part 
of the active army. 3d. 150,000 of 
the Conscription of 1812.——-II. In the 
execution of the preceding Article, the 
hundred cohorts of the first Ban shall cease 
to form a part of the National Guard, and 
shall form a part of the active army. 
Such men as have married before the pub- 
lication of this present Senatus Consultum, 
cannot be designated to make a part of the 
levies taken on the Conscriptions for the 
years 1809, 1810, 1811 and 1812. 
The 150,000 men of the Conscription of 
1814 shall be levied in the course of the 
year, at such time as shall be designated 
by the Minister at War.——III. The pre- 
sent Senatus Consultum shall be transmit- 
ted by a Message to his Majesty the Empe- 
ror and King. 


The President and Secretaries, 

(Signed) CAMBACERES, 
The Gount de Beaumont. 
The Count de Laprarent. 
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2d. 100,000 men of the Cone | 
manner following : 


[198 


| We command and ordain that these pre- 
sents, sealed with the seals of the State, 
inserted in the Bulletin of the Laws, shall 
be addressed to the Courts, the Tribunals 
}and other Administrative Authorities, to 
| be by them inserted in their Registers, to 
‘observe them and cause them to be ob- 
served, and our Grand Judge, Minister of 
Justice, is charged to see they are duly 
| published. Given at our Palace of the 
Thuilleries, on the LIth January, 
(Signed) NAPOLEON, 

(Seen by us) We, Arch-Chancellor of the 


Empire. 
(Signed) C AMBACERES. 


By order of the Emperor, 
| The Minister Secretary of State, par inter. 
(Signed) Duke De Canons. 


After the reading of the report, Mes- 
sieurs the Councillors of State presented a 














following sitting of the 11th,) the motives 


_for which, were explained by M. the Count 


Regnaud de St. Jean d’Angely,; in the 


Motives of the Senatus Consultum for put- 
ting 350,000 Men al the Disposal of the 
Minister of War. 


** Monseigneur and Senators, The 
Treaty of Tilsit gave to the North of Eu- 
rope a peace which it appeared would have 
been of duration. But England, menaced 
with a war with the United States of Ame- 
rica, and dreading, with great reason, 
the bad issue for her which must, sooner or 
later, attend the flame kindled in Spain, 
occupied herself in giving birth to a new 
war against France, by obtaining the breach 
of the alliance lately sworn to by Russia. 
Ali the efforts of the Emperor to keep 
it, and to ensure the execution of the trea- 
ties, were useless, and the war was re- 
newed. It was forced on him by the 
violation of the most solemn conventions, 
by numerous armaments, by evident ag- 
gressions, by repeated refusals of every 
explanation, and, in short by the neces- 
sity imposed on his Majesty to maintain the 




















(Signed and Sealed) The Chancellor of the 
Senate, | 


(Signed) Count Lapace, 


rights and dignity of his Crown, and those 
of his allies. The enemy, forced from 





(To be conti 





all his posts, ‘repulsed in a, combat, van- 
of a 
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